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UCF Needs: Why did we need help?
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• Document data terminology

• Communicate business processes

• Standardize definitions across campus

• Link definitions to reports

• Share technical information

• Self-serve resource

Business Needs at UCF



UCF Needs: Common Questions
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Where does 
that number 
come from?

What is an 
FTIC?

How is that 
value 

calculated?

How is that 
defined for 

PBF?

What metric 
is this 

included in?
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IData & the Data Cookbook
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IData is a leading data management firm for higher 
education. They provide consulting services as well 
as a line of innovative data management software 
products. 

Their mission is helping higher education institutions 
be successful through effective data management 
and innovative technology.

The Data Cookbook is a collection of shared terminology that has been 
entered and reviewed via workflows which can be accessed by all 
employees at UCF. 
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Benefits of the Data Cookbook
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Part of  a data 
governance plan

Comprehensive 
data dictionary

Terminology 
standardization 

across UCF

Access to externally 
sourced definitions 
(IPEDS, CDS, etc.) 

Searchable report 
specifications

Links in reporting 
tools/dashboards
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Collection:

Specification: 
Report 1

Definition

DefinitionDefinition

Definition
Specification: 

Report 2

Definition

DefinitionDefinition

Definition

Specification: 
Report 3

Definition

DefinitionDefinition

Definition

Data Cookbook Organization
Collections, Specifications & Definitions

Group of specifications with a similar theme

Specification

Specification

Definition
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Data Cookbook User Groups
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• Data owner
• First to create definitions
• Writes functional 

definition
• Makes edits as 

necessary

Data Steward

• Gets a better 
understanding of 
specifications and/or 
definitions

• Learns new terminology

Consumer

• Department IT
• Adds to the technical 

definition:
o Location
o Related code
o Nuances of data

Technical Editor



Getting Started
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STEP 1:
collect 

definitions

STEP 2:
training with 

DC staff

STEP 3:
add 

definitions 
to DC

STEP 4:
start over w/ 

specifications 
first



Workflow
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Department Definition Approval



Maintenance
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Data Cookbook Team

(8 members of IKM staff)

• Meets on Fridays 

• Reviews new items

• Updates existing items (new version)

• Plans for future development



Uses: Data Glossary
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Access it on the 
IKM website:
ikm.ucf.edu

https://ikm.ucf.edu/resources/data-glossary/

https://ikm.ucf.edu/resources/data-glossary/


Uses: Specification & Definitions
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https://analytics.ucf.edu/wp-
content/uploads/sites/4/2019/11/PBF-2019-20-One-Page.pdf

https://analytics.ucf.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/4/2019/11/PBF-2019-20-One-Page.pdf


Uses: Specification & Definitions
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https://ikm.ucf.edu/facts/interactive-facts/fetpip/

https://ikm.ucf.edu/facts/interactive-facts/fetpip/


Collaborators
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Targeted UCF offices:

• Financial Aid

• Center for Distributed Learning

• Office of Student Success

Gives them ability to write their own definitions

Training time involved



Collaborators: User Guides
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7 Future Plans: Technical Details



18

Questions?

Danae Barulich
Danae.Barulich@ucf.edu

Druanna Mozingo
Druanna.Mozingo@ucf.edu
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